No outcome at Copenhagen Conference on Climate
Change
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INVC,, The Copenhagen Accord was not adopted by the Parties, the question of its ratiﬁcation by Parties
does not arise. However, in response to Copenhagen Accord, various countries including India have
communicated their quantiﬁed emissions targets or domestic mitigation actions as appropriate to UNFCCC
Secretariat. India has communicated that its proposed domestic actions are voluntary in nature and will
not have a legally binding character. Further these actions will be implemented under the proviso of Art.
4.7 of the UNFCCC. The negotiations at Copenhagen Climate Change Conference could not reach an
outcome, as mandated by the Bali Action Plan, in December 2007. At Copenhagen, it was decided that
negotiations under the Adhoc Working Group on Long Term Cooperative Action (AWG-LCA) and Adhoc
Working Group on Kyoto Protocol (AWG-KP) would continue for another year and reach a conclusion at the
16th Conference of Parties in December 2010. However at Copenhagen, few Parties including India
participated in an informal discussion at the initiative of COP President that produced a text called
‘Copenhagen Accord’. The Accord could not be adopted by Parties and was only ‘noted’ by them. India’s
stand adopted during Copenhagen Conference is consistent with the principles and provisions of the Bali
Action Plan. India has agreed that the mitigation actions of developing countries will be voluntary in nature
and will not be result of a legally binding agreement. This information was given by the Minister of State
for Environment and Forests (independent charge) Shri Jairam Ramesh in a written reply to a question by
Shri. Gurudas Dasgupta, Sharad Yadav, Mangani Lal Mandal, P.Lingam, Ganesh Singh and K.J.S.P. Reddy in
Lok Sabha,,
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