India moves to make NEET & NEXT exams as common
standards across the country
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- Saju Bhaskar A sea of change is about to take place in the world of medical education, especially in India. The Union Government of India,
in an unprecedented move, has decided to replace the Indian Medical Council Act (1956) with the newly approved National
Medical Commission (NMC) Bill, 2019 in an attempt to reform India’s current medical educational system.

Once implemented, the National Medical Commission or NMC will comprise of four Autonomous Boards, which are as
follows:
- Under-Graduate Medical Education Board
- Post-Graduate Medical Education Board
- Medical Assessment and Rating Board
- Ethics and Medical Registration Board

So what does this mean for the medical education sector, both International and Indian?
With the introduction of the new Bill, the NMC looks to make the National Eligibility cum Entrance Test or NEET as the only
entrance exams for UG medical courses. This completely changes the existing medical admission process where until now,
students had to appear for multiple examinations, respective of the diﬀerent medical institutions from all over the country
that they wish to apply for.
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For example, institutions like AIIMS and JIPMER, till date have always had their own separate entrance examinations. But this
current system is about to experience a massive overhaul with the implementation of the Government’s newly proposed
bill.

Simply put, with the new bill in place, any student who aspires to become a doctor has only to get through his NEET
examination with no more separate exams for other institutions like AIIMS, JIPMER, etc.

While this is for students looking to get into an undergraduate medical program, there is also great news for PG medical
aspirants. According to the new bill, all MBBS students will undertake a common examination called the National Exit Test or
NEXT during their ﬁnal year of study. The NEXT will subsequently act as a licentiate examination for MBBS students and for
foreign medical graduates (FMG)
to enter into post-graduation medical programs and for them to obtain a permanent license to practice medicine in the
country.

Another great new feature of this newly proposed bill is that NEET, common counseling and NEXT would from now on be
applicable to all Institutes of National Importance or INIs, with the likes of AIIMS and JIPMER complying with the new common
national standards.

As part of the new bill, and in its attempt to simplify the eligibility and selection process for medical students, the National
Medical Commission from now will regulate all fees related charges for 50 percent of all seats in both deemed universities
and private medical colleges. Furthermore, the Medical Assessment and Rating Board or MARB is looking to carry out a
systematic assessment of all medical institutions with the objective of creating a comprehensive ranking system.

With this ranking system in place, students will now have the ability to make well-informed decisions when it comes to
choosing the right medical colleges. This new system also paves the way towards having a clear and credible admission
process while parallelly reducing admission fees.

The Medical Assessment and Rating Board or MARB will also be responsible for granting permissions for the creation of new
medical colleges and for existing colleges to start PG programs. All this is aimed at increasing the total number of medical
seats available while also creating a highly eﬃcient and contemporary medical education system in the country.

Yet to be actively implemented, the proclamation of the new bill has created quite a stir among the general public as well as
medical industry professionals with some expressing high praise while others feel less enthusiastic about it. But whatever
the future holds, we as a prominent player in the ﬁeld of International Medial Education, feel that this recent move by the
Indian Government is deﬁnitely a bold step forward in elevating the standard of Indian medical education to be on par with
the highly sought-after International standards.
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Disclaimer : The views expressed by the author in this feature are entirely his own and do not necessarily
reﬂect the views of INVC NEWS.
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